[Response of the rat pituitary-adrenal system to stress during early postnatal development].
During postnatal development the reaction of hypophysial-suprarenal system of young rats to subcutaneous injection of formaldehyde and immobilization appeared earlier (on the 4th day) than that to cooling and new environment (on the 12th day). Both in 16 days old and adult rats the increase of corticosteroid level in blood in response to different stress effects was similar. A change of the intensity of cooling did not affect the reaction of hypophysial-suprarenal system of young rats. It is suggested that the absence of reaction of hypophysial-suprarenal system to some stimuli is due, during the first days after birth, to unequal functional maturity of the central mechanisms taking part in the reaction to these stimuli.